RCW 35A.01.040

Sufficiency of petitions.

Wherever in this title petitions are required to be signed and filed, the following rules shall govern
the sufficiency thereof:

(1) A petition may include any page or group of pages containing an identical text or prayer
intended by the circulators, signers or sponsors to be presented and considered as one petition and
containing the following essential elements when applicable, except that the elements referred to in (d)
and (e) of this subsection are essential for petitions referring or initiating legis!ative matters to the voters,
but are directory as to other petitions:

(a) The text or prayer of the petition which shall be a concise statement of the action or relief
sought by petitioners and shall include a reference to the applicable state statute or city ordinance, if
any;,

(b) If the petition initiates or refers an ordinance, a true copy thereof;

{c) If the petition seeks the annexation, incorporation, withdrawal, or reduction of an area for any
purpose, an accurate legal description of the area proposed for such action and if practical, a map of the
area;

(d) Numbered lines for signatures with space provided beside each signature for the name and
address of the signer and the date of signing;

(e) The warning statement prescribed in subsection (2) of this section.

(2) Petitions shall be printed or typed on single sheets of white paper of good quality and each
sheet of petition paper having a space thereon for signatures shall contain the text or prayer of the
petition and the following warning:

WARNING

Every person who signs this petition with any other than his or her true name, or who
knowingly signs more than one of these petitions, or signs a petition seeking an election
when he or she is not a legal voter, or signs a petition when he or she is otherwise not
qualified to sign, or who makes herein any false statement, shall be guilty of a
misdemeanor.

Each signature shall be executed in ink or indelible pencil and shall be followed by the name and
address of the signer and the date of signing.

(3) The term "signer” means any person who signs his or her own name to the petition.

{4) To be sufficient a petition must contain valid signatures of qualified registered voters or
property owners, as the case may be, in the number required by the applicable statute or ordinance.
Within three working days after the filing of a petition, the officer with whom the petition is filed shall
transmit the petition to the county auditor for petitions signed by registered voters, or to the county
assessor for petitions signed by property owners for determination of sufficiency. The officer or officers
whose duty it is to determine the sufficiency of the petition shall proceed to make such a determination
with reasonable promptness and shall file with the officer receiving the petition for filing a certificate
stating the date upon which such determination was begun, which date shall be referred to as the
terminal date. Additional pages of one or more signatures may be added to the petition by filing the same
with the appropriate filing officer prior to such terminal date. Any signer of a filed petition may withdraw
his or her signature by a written request for withdrawal filed with the receiving officer prior to such
terminal date. Such written request shall so sufficiently describe the petition as to make identification of
the person and the petition certain. The name of any person seeking to withdraw shall be signed exactly
the same as contained on the petition and, after the filing of such request for withdrawal, prior to the
terminal date, the signature of any person seeking such withdrawal shall be deemed withdrawn.

() Petitions containing the required number of signatures shall be accepted as prima facie valid
until their invalidity has been proved,



(6) A variation on petitions between the signatures on the petition and that on the voter's
permanent registration caused by the substitution of initials instead of the first or middle names, or both,
shall not invalidate the signature on the petition if the surname and handwriting are the same.

(7) If a person signs a petition more than once, all but the first valid signature must be rejected.

(8) Signatures followed by a date of signing which is more than six months prior to the date of
filing of the petition shall be stricken.

(9) When petitions are required to be signed by the owners of property, the determination shall be
made by the county assessor. Where validation of signatures to the petition is required, the following
shall apply:

(a) The signature of a record owner, as determined by the records of the county auditor, shali be
sufficient without the signature of his or her spouse;

(b} In the case of mortgaged property, the signature of the mortgagor shall be sufficient, without
the signature of his or her spouse;

(c) In the case of property purchased on contract, the signature of the contract purchaser, as
shown by the records of the county auditor, shall be deemed sufficient, without the signature of his or her
spouse;

(d) Any officer of a corporation owning land within the area involved who is duly authorized to
execute deeds or encumbrances on behalf of the corporation, may sign on behalf of such corporation,
and shall attach to the petition a certified excerpt from the bylaws of such corporation showing such
authority;

(e} When the petition seeks annexation, any officer of a corporation owning land within the area
involved, who is duly authorized to execute deeds or encumbrances on behalf of the corporation, may
sign under oath on behaif of such corporation. If an officer signs the petition, he or she must attach an
affidavit stating that he or she is duly authorized to sign the petition on behalf of such corporation;

(f) When property stands in the name of a deceased person or any person for whom a guardian
has been appointed, the signature of the executor, administrator, or guardian, as the case may be, shall
be equivalent to the signature of the owner of the property; and

(9) When a parcel of property is owned by multiple owners, the signature of an owner designated
by the multiple owners is sufficient.

(10) The officer or officers responsible for determining the sufficiency of the petition shall do so in
writing and transmit the written certificate to the officer with whom the petition was originally filed.

[2014 ¢ 121§ 3; 2008 ¢ 196 § 2; 2003 ¢ 331 § 9; 1996 c 286 § 7; 1985 c 281 § 26; 1967 ex.s. c 119 §
35A.01.040)

NOTES:

Finding—Intent—2014 c 121: See note following RCW 35.21.005.

Intent—Severability —Effective date—2003 ¢ 331: See notes following RCW 35.13.410.



RCW 35A.14.050

Decision of the county annexation review board—Filing—Date for election.

After consideration of the proposed annexation as provided in RCW 35A.14.200, the county
annexation review board, within thirty days after the final day of hearing, shall take one of the following
actions:

(1) Approval of the proposal as submitted.

(2) Subject to RCW 35.02.170, modification of the proposal by adjusting boundaries to include or
exclude territory; except that any such inclusion of territory shall not increase the total area of territory
proposed for annexation by an amount exceeding the original proposal by more than five percent:
PROVIDED, That the county annexation review board shall not adjust boundaries to include territory not
included in the original proposal without first affording to residents and property owners of the area
affected by such adjustment of boundaries an opportunity to be heard as to the proposal.

(3) Disapproval of the proposal.

The written decision of the county annexation review board shall be filed with the board of county
commissioners and with the legislative body of the city concerned. If the annexation proposal is medified
by the county annexation review board, such modification shall be fully set forth in the written decision. If
the decision of the boundary review board or the county annexation review board is favorable to the
annexation proposal, or the proposal as modified by the review board, the legislative body of the city at
its next regular meeting if to be held within thirty days after receipt of the decision of the boundary review
board or the county annexation review board, or at a special meeting to be held within that period, shall
indicate to the county auditor its preference for a special election date for submission of such annexation
proposal, with any modifications made by the review board, to the voters of the territory proposed to be
annexed. The special election date that is so indicated shall be one of the dates for special elections
provided under RCW 29A.04.330 that is sixty or more days after the date the preference is indicated.
The county legislative authority shall call the special election at the special election date so indicated by
the city. If the boundary review board or the county annexation review board disapproves the annexation
proposal, no further action shall be taken thereon, and no proposal for annexation of the same territory,
or substantially the same as determined by the board, shall be initiated or considered for twelve months
thereafter,

[2015 c 53 § 54; 1989 c 351 § 5, 1986 c 234 § 30; 1975 1st ex.s. ¢ 220 § 15; 1971 ex.s. c 251 § 7;
1967 ex.s. ¢ 119 § 35A.14.050.]

NOTES:

Legislative finding, intent—1975 1st ex.s. c 220: See note following RCW 35.02.170.



RCW 35A.14.070

Election method—Notice of election.

Notice of an annexation election shall particularly describe the boundaries of the area proposed
to be annexed, as the same may have been modified by the boundary review board or the county
annexation review board, state the objects of the election as prayed in the petition or as stated in the
resolution, and require the voters to cast ballots which shali contain the words "For Annexation” or
"Against Annexation” or words equivalent thereto, or contain the words "For Annexation and Adoption of
Proposed Zoning Regulation", and "Against Annexation and Adoption of Proposed Zoning Regulation”,
or words equivalent thereto in case the simultaneous adoption of a proposed zoning regulation is
proposed, and in case the assumption of all or a portion of indebtedness is proposed, shall contain an
appropriate, separate proposition for or against the portion of indebtedness that the city requires to be
assumed. The notice shall be posted for at least two weeks prior to the date of election in four public
places within the area proposed to be annexed and published at least once a week for two weeks prior
to the date of election in a newspaper of general circulation within the limits of the territory proposed to
be annexed. Such notice shall be in addition to the notice required by general election law.

[ 1994 c 223 § 38; 1979 ex.s. ¢ 124 § 4; 1967 ex.s. ¢ 119 § 35A.14.070.]

NOTES:

Severability—1979 ex.s. ¢ 124: See note following RCW 35A.14.015.



RCW 35A.14.080

Election method—Vote required for annexation—Proposition for assumption of
indebtedness—Certification.

On the Monday next succeeding the annexation election, the county canvassing board shall
proceed to canvass the returns thereof and shall submit the statement of canvass to the county
legislative authority.

The proposition for or against annexation or for or against annexation and adoption of the
proposed zoning regulation, as the case may be, shall be deemed approved if a majority of the votes
cast on that proposition are cast in favor of annexation or in favor of annexation and adoption of the
proposed zoning reguiation, as the case may be. If a proposition for or against assumption of all or any
portion of indebtedness was submitted to the electorate, it shall be deemed approved if a majority of at
least three-fifths of the electors of the territory proposed to be annexed voting on such proposition vote in
favor thereof, and the number of persons voting on such proposition constitutes not less than forty
percent of the total number of votes cast in such territory at the last preceding general election. If either
or both propositions were approved by the electors, the county legislative authority shall enter a finding
to that effect on its minutes, a certified copy of which shall be forthwith transmitted to and filed with the
clerk of the city to which annexation is proposed, together with a certified abstract of the vote showing
the whole number who voted at the election, the number of votes cast for annexation and the number
cast against annexation or for annexation and adoption of the proposed zoning regulation and the
number cast against annexation and adoption of the proposed zoning regulation, as the case may be,
and if a proposition for assumption of all or any portion of indebtedness was submitted to the electorate,
the abstract shall include the number of votes cast for assumption of indebtedness and the number of
votes cast against assumption of indebtedness, together with a statement of the total number of votes
cast in such territory at the last preceding general election.

[1979 ex.s. c 124 § 5; 1967 ex.s. ¢ 119 § 35A.14.080.]

NOTES:

Severability—1979 ex.s. ¢ 124: See note following RCW 35A.14.015.



RCW 35A.14.085

Election method—Vote required for annexation with assumption of indebtedness—
Without assumption of indebtedness.

A code city may cause a proposition authorizing an area to be annexed to the city to be
submitted to the qualified voters of the area proposed to be annexed in the same ballot proposition as
the question to authorize an assumption of indebtedness. If the measures are combined, the annexation
and the assumption of indebtedness shall be authorized only if the proposition is approved by at least
three-fifths of the voters of the area proposed to be annexed voting on the propasition, and the number
of persons voting on the proposition constitutes not less than forty percent of the total number of votes
cast in the area at the last preceding general election.

However, the code city council may adopt a resolution accepting the annexation, without the
assumption of indebtedness, where the combined ballot proposition is approved by a simple majority
vote of the voters voting on the proposition.

[1989 ¢ 84 § 23.]



RCW 35A.14.090

Election method—Ordinance providing for annexation, assumption of
indebtedness.

Upon filing of the certified copy of the finding of the county legislative authority, the clerk shall
transmit it to the legislative body of the city at the next regular meeting or as soon thereafter as
practicable. If only a proposition relating to annexation or to annexation and adoption of a proposed
zoning regulation was submitted to the voters and such proposition was approved, the legislative body
shall adopt an ordinance providing for the annexation or adopt ordinances providing for the annexation
and adoption of a proposed zoning regulation, as the case may be. If a proposition for annexation or for
annexation and adoption of a proposed zoning regulation, and a proposition for assumption of all or any
portion of indebtedness were both submitted, and both were approved, the legislative body shall adopt
an ordinance providing for the annexation or for annexation and adoption of the proposed zoning
regulation, including the assumption of the portion of indebtedness that was approved by the voters. If
both propositions were submitted and only the annexation or the annexation and adoption of the
proposed zoning regulation was approved, the legislative body may adopt an ordinance providing for the
annexation or adopt ordinances providing for the annexation and adoption of the proposed zoning
regulation, as the case may be, or the legislative body may refuse to annex when a proposal for
assumption of the portion of indebtedness has been disapproved by the voters.

[ 1979 ex.s. c 124 § 6; 1967 ex.s. ¢ 119 § 35A.14.090.]

NOTES:

Severability—1979 ex.s. ¢ 124: See note following RCW 35A.14.015.



RCW 35A.14.100
Election method—Effective date of annexation.

Upon the date fixed in the ordinance of annexation, the area annexed shall become a part of the
city. Upon the date fixed in the ordinances of annexation and adoption of the proposed zoning regulation,
the area annexed shall become a part of the city, and property in the annexed area shall be subject to
the proposed zoning regulation, as prepared and filed as provided for in RCW 35A.14.330 and
35A.14.340. All property within the territory hereafter annexed shall, if the proposition approved by the
people so provides, be assessed and taxed at the same rate and on the same basis as the property of
such annexing city is assessed and taxed to pay for the portion of indebtedness of the city that was
approved by the voters.

[1979 ex.s. c 124 § 7; 1967 ex.s. c 119 § 35A.14.100.]

NOTES:

Severability—1979 ex.s. ¢ 124: See note following RCW 35A.14.015.



RCW 35A.14.120

Direct petition method—Notice to legislative body—Meeting—Assumption of
indebtedness—Proposed zoning regulation—Contents of petition.

Proceedings for initiating annexation of unincorporated territory to a charter code city or
noncharter code city may be commenced by the filing of a petition of property owners of the territory
proposed to be annexed, in the following manner. This method of annexation shall be alternative to other
methods provided in this chapter. Prior to the circulation of a petition for annexation, the initiating party or
parties, who shall be the owners of not less than ten percent in value, according to the assessed
valuation for general taxation of the property for which annexation is sought, shall notify the legislative
body of the code city in writing of their intention to commence annexation proceedings. The legislative
body shall set a date, not later than sixty days after the filing of the request, for a meeting with the
initiating parties to determine whether the code city will accept, reject, or geographically modify the
proposed annexation, whether it shall require the simultaneous adoption of a proposed zoning
regulation, if such a proposal has been prepared and filed for the area to be annexed as provided for in
RCW 35A.14.330 and 35A.14.340, and whether it shall require the assumption of all or of any portion of
existing city indebtedness by the area to be annexed. If the legislative body requires the assumption of
all or of any portion of indebtedness and/or the adoption of a proposed zoning regulation, it shall record
this action in its minutes and the petition for annexation shall be so drawn as to clearly indicate these
facts. Approval by the legislative body shall be a condition precedent to circulation of the petition. There
shall be no appeal from the decision of the legislative body. A petition for annexation of an area
contiguous to a code city may be filed with the legislative body of the municipality to which annexation is
desired. It must be signed by the owners, as defined by RCW 35A.01.040(9) (a) through (d), of not less
than sixty percent in value, according to the assessed valuation for general taxation of the property for
which annexation is petitioned: PROVIDED, That a petition for annexation of an area having at least
eighty percent of the boundaries of such area contiguous with a portion of the boundaries of the code
city, not including that portion of the boundary of the area proposed to be annexed that is coterminous
with a portion of the boundary between two counties in this state, need be signed by only the owners of
not less than fifty percent in value according to the assessed valuation for general taxation of the
property for which the annexation is petitioned. Such petition shall set forth a description of the property
according to government legal subdivisions or legal plats and shall be accompanied by a map which
outlines the boundaries of the property sought to be annexed. If the legislative body has required the
assumption of all or any portion of city indebtedness by the area annexed or the adoption of a proposed
zoning regulation, these facts, together with a quotation of the minute entry of such requirement, or
requirements, shall also be set forth in the petition.

[ 1989 c 351 § 6; 1979 ex.s. c 124 § 8; 1967 ex.s. c 119 § 35A.14.120.]

NOTES:

Severability—1979 ex.s. ¢ 124: See note following RCW 35A.14.015.

Sufficiency of petition in code city: RCW 35A.01.040.



RCW 35A.14.130
Direct petition method—Notice of hearing.

Whenever such a petition for annexation is filed with the legislative body of a code city, which
petition meets the requirements herein specified and is sufficient according to the rules set forth in RCW
35A.01.040, the legislative body may entertain the same, fix a date for a public hearing thereon and
cause notice of the hearing to be published in one or more issues of a newspaper of general circulation
in the city. The notice shall also be posted in three public places within the territory proposed for
annexation, and shall specify the time and piace of hearing and invite interested persons to appear and
voice approval or disapproval of the annexation,

[ 1967 ex.s. c 119 § 35A.14.130.])



RCW 35A.14.140
Direct petition method—Ordinance providing for annexation.

Following the hearing, if the legislative body determines to effect the annexation, they shall do so
by ordinance. Subject to RCW 35.02.170, the ordinance may annex all or any portion of the proposed
area but may not include in the annexation any property not described in the petition, Upon passage of
the annexation ordinance a certified copy shall be filed with the board of county commissioners of the
county in which the annexed property is located.

[ 1986 ¢ 234 § 31, 1975 1st ex.s. ¢ 220 § 16; 1967 ex.s. ¢ 119 § 35A.14.140,]

NOTES:

Legislative finding, intent—1975 1st ex.s. ¢ 220: See note following RCW 35.02.170.



RCW 35A.14.150
Direct petition method—Effective date of annexation.

Upon the date fixed in the ordinance of annexation the area annexed shall become part of the
city. All property within the territory hereafter annexed shall, if the annexation petition so provided, be
assessed and taxed at the same rate and on the same basis as the property of such annexing code city
is assessed and taxed to pay for the portion of any then-outstanding indebtedness of the city to which
said area is annexed, which indebtedness has been approved by the voters, contracted for, or incurred
prior to, or existing at, the date of annexation and that the city has required to be assumed. If the
annexation petition so provided, all property in the annexed area shall be subject to and a part of the
proposed zoning regulation as prepared and filed as provided for in RCW 35A.14.330 and 35A.14.340.

[1979 ex.s. ¢ 124 § 9; 1967 ex.s. ¢ 119 § 35A.14.150.]
NOTES:

Severability—1979 ex.s. ¢ 124: See note following RCW 35A.14.015.



211812021 RCW 35A.14.160: Annexation review board—Composition.

RCW 35A.14.160
Annexation review board—Composition.

There is hereby established in each county of the state, other than counties having a boundary
review board as provided for in chapter 189, Laws of 1967 [chapter 36.93 RCW], a board to be known as
the “annexation review board for the county of . . . . .. (naming the county)”, which shall be charged with
the duty of reviewing proposals for annexation of unincorporated territory to charter code cities and
noncharter code cities within its respective county; except that proposals within the provisions of RCW
35A.14.220 shall not be subject to the jurisdiction of such board.

In all counties in which a boundary review board is established pursuant to chapter 189, Laws of
1967 [chapter 36.93 RCW] review of proposals for annexation of unincorporated territory to charter code
cities and noncharter code cities within such counties shall be subject to chapter 189, Laws of 1967
[chapter 36.93 RCW). Whenever any county establishes a boundary review board pursuant to chapter
189, Laws of 1967 [chapter 36.93 RCW] the provisions of this act relating to annexation review boards
shall not be applicable.

Except as provided above in this section, whenever one or more cities of a county shall have
elected to be governed by this title by becoming a charter code city or noncharter code city, the governor
shall, within forty-five days thereafter, appoint an annexation review board for such county consisting of
five members appointed in the following manner:

Two members shall be selected independently by the governor. Three members shall be selected
by the governor from the following sources: (1) One member shall be appointed from nominees of the
individual members of the board of county commissioners; (2) one member shall be appointed from
nominees of the individual mayors of charter code cities within such county; (3) one member shall be
appointed from nominees of the individual mayors of noncharter code cities within such county.

Each source shall nominate at least two persons for an available position. In the event there are
less than two nominees for any position, the governor may appoint the member for that position
independently. If, at the time of appointment, there are within the county no cities of one of the classes
named above as a nominating source, a position which would otherwise have been filled by nomination
from such source shall be filled by independent appointment of the governor.

In making appointments independently and in making appointments from among nominees, the
governor shall strive to appoint persons familiar with municipal government and administration by
experience and/or training.

[1971 ex.s. ¢ 251 § 8; 1967 ex.s. c 119 § 35A.14.160.)

NOTES:

https://app.leg.wa.goviRC\W/default.aspx?cite=35A.14.160



2/118/2021 RCW 35A.14.170: Time for filing nominations—Vacancies.

RCW 35A.14.170

Time for filing nominations—Vacancies.

Upon the initial formation of a county annexation review board the governor shall give written
notice of such formation to all the nominating sources designated therein and nominations must be filed
with the office of the governor within fifteen days after receipt of such notice. Nominations to fill
vacancies caused by expiration of terms must be filed at least thirty days preceding the expiration of the
terms. When vacancies occur in the membership of the board, the governor shall solicit nominations
from the appropriate source and if none are filed within fifteen days thereafter, the governor shall fill the
vacancy by an independent appointment.

[ 1967 ex.s. c 119 § 35A.14.170.]

hitps://app.leg.wa.gov/RCW/default.aspx?cile=35A.14.170
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2/118/2021 RCW 35A.14.180: Terms of members.

RCW 35A.14.180

Terms of members.

The members of the annexation review board shall be appointed for five year terms. Upon the
initial formation of a board, one member appointed by the governor independently shall be appointed for
a four year term, the member appointed from among nominees of the board of county commissioners
shall be appointed for a three year term, the member appointed from among nominees of the mayors of
noncharter code cities shall be appointed for a three year term, and the remaining members shall be
appointed for five year terms. Thereafter board members shall be appointed for five year terms as the
terms of their predecessors expire. Members shail be eligible for reappointment to the board for
successive terms,

[ 1967 ex.s. ¢ 119 § 35A.14,180.)

htips:/fapp.leg.wa.gov/RCW/default. aspx?cite=35A.14.180
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